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The people of this world prefer aiswarya, wealth, to all other
things. Aiswarya here must be taken to be a compendious term
indicating all worldly pleasures. The kaivalya which comes next
is the stage where the aspirant to spiritual eminence indulges in
the realisation of the pleasures of the self, bereft of God-association.
To the true devotee of God, even kaivalya is not a stage worth
aspiring for. It is as good, or as bad, and certainly as evanescent
and unsatisfying, as aiswarya itself. The opening words of the
sloka show that people who are spiritually minded prefer the
pleasures of wealth and Aatmanubhava even to the exalted positions
held by Brahma and Rudra. It shows that people are so taken
in by what this world can offer that they do not even desire the
other-worldly pleasures like those of Brahma and Rudra.

Daya Devi understands correctly the desire of the people
of the 'world to obtain earthly wealth, or in a few and rare cases
the supreme satisfaction ofAathmanubhava ^k-HH^T. Personally
Daya Devi, who knows the real value to be attached to these, as
contrasted with the pleasures attainable at the Feet of the Lord,
is not happy about the craving that people entertain for these
pleasures. But just like a fond mother, who pretends to satisfy
the expressed desires of the child, all the while having in her mind
th^ idea of converting it later on to her views. Daya appears to
grant what they want, so that her hold on them may become firm and
they may learn to look to her for everything they desire to have. The
illustration about conferring punya and dispelling sin on an indi-
vidual who does not desire punya or to get rid of his sin, but only
feels thirsty, shows the way Daya Devi sets about it. Just as a
person interested in a thirsty man's soul takes him to the sacred
theerthas like the Ganga, and asks that person to quench his thirst
with the water of the Ganga, so that he may not only have his thirst
quenched but also obtain punya, so too Daya Devi eggs on her
votaries to appeal to her (and thereby to the Lord) to secure their
hearts' desire with the idea of ultimately making them desire the;

Lord for the Lord's own sake. It is Daya's attempt to convert
the first three classes of men denoted by Lord Sri Krishna as Aartha
srN: Jignasu f^(T^ and Artharthi s^rfrff into persons belonging
to the last class namely gnani ^Tif^.

The word ' veetaatanka,' which literally means having dispelled
fear, shows how carefully Daya Devi sets about the task of redeem-
ing us and taking us to eternal bliss, mokshananda. She has